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of the region—a ‘‘Yooper’’ as we in the U.P.
of Michigan style ourselves. As a typical
Yooper, he does what needs to be done with-
out looking for any award, and he accom-
plishes his tasks without fanfare. He will fight
for what he believes in, but he will accept his
victories with humility.

In therefore gives me special pleasure to
call your attention and that of our colleagues
to the great honor from Northern Michigan
University that has been bestowed on my
friend, Paul Lehto.
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TRIBUTE TO MRS. KANA BARKER-
MABON

HON. HAROLD E. FORD, JR.
OF TENNESSEE

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, October 30, 2001

Mr. FORD. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
honor and extend well-deserved recognition to
Mrs. Kana Barker-Mabon who was awarded
the prestigious Milken Family Foundation Na-
tional Educator Award for her dedication, com-
passion and diligence as an educator in the
Memphis City Schools.

Being only one of two educators ever
awarded this distinguished award in Ten-
nessee, Mrs. Barker-Mabon has always had a
passion for working with children. While pur-
suing her bachelors in political science at
Rhodes College, she also took education
classes under Dr. Watson, the chair of the
Education Department at Rhodes College and
current Superintendent of Memphis City Public
Schools.

During her student teaching, Mrs. Barker-
Mabon was determined to teach where she
believed the children needed her the most, so
she requested placement at Cypress Middle,
one of the lowest performing schools in the
state. She continues to teach there today.
Mrs. Barker-Mabon is a product of Memphis
City Schools and has been a success story
since she was placed at Cypress. The results
of her hard work are seen through the lives of
the children she touches.

Mrs. Barker-Mabon earned her M.Ed. in cur-
riculum and instruction from Freed-Hardeman
University and is currently working on her
Ph.D. at the University of Mississippi. She
continues to embrace her students in their
academic endeavors and strives to meet their
immediate needs by offering students study
sessions in addition to providing them with
food on the weekends.

In her teaching career, Mrs. Barker-Mabon
was promoted from classroom teacher to
school facilitator after only five years at Cy-
press, and she teaches other educators how
to be more effective. Her steadfastness and
undying devotion manifests itself in the atti-
tudes of her students and their test scores.
She is held in very high esteem by her stu-
dents, faculty and administration.

This recent award only further highlights a
career committed to educating and caring for
the well-being of our children. Mr. Speaker, I
hope that you and my colleagues will join me
in honoring Mrs. Kana Barker-Mabon, a model
educator whose kindness and dedication con-
tinues to change the lives of countless youth
in Memphis, Tennessee.

SHAME ON THE HOUSE
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OF ILLINOIS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, October 30, 2001

Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Mr. Speaker, I am dis-
appointed, but not surprised, by what took
place in the House of Representatives last
week. By the narrowest of margins, the tired
old agenda of tax cuts for the rich and give-
aways to the corporate interests and big busi-
ness scored another victory in the Republican-
controlled House.

Bob Herbert described it best when he
wrote in The New York Times, on Monday,
October 29, 2001: ‘‘The Republicans who con-
trol the House thumbed their noses at the or-
dinary Americans who will absorb the brunt of
the economic downturn and shamelessly gift-
wrapped yet another bundle of tax cuts for the
very well-to-do.’’

He added: ‘‘With Americans fighting and
dying both at home and abroad, we are under-
standably in a season of patriotism. That patri-
otism should not be soiled by wartime profit-
eering.’’

The Republican so-called economic stimulus
package is described by Mr. Herbert as having
‘‘. . . very little to do with economic recov-
ery. It’s about using the shield of war and eco-
nomic hard times as a cover for the perpetual
task of funneling government largesse to the
very rich.’’

It should come as no surprise that there are
some in Congress who will push their one-
track agenda no matter what. If our nation is
experiencing an economic downturn, then the
answer is tax cuts for the top. If our nation is
recovering from a terrorist attack, then the so-
lution is more Treasury money to the big cor-
porations. And if our Armed Forces are en-
gaged in battle half way across the world, then
a tax cut for the wealthy and well connected
is the patriotic thing to do.

Since 9/11, the American people are holding
their government to a higher standard, and are
placing extraordinary trust in their elected offi-
cials. Shame on those public servants who
abuse that trust.

I hope my colleagues will carefully read Mr.
Herbert’s op-ed and consider his arguments.

[From the New York Times, Oct. 29, 2001]

SHAME IN THE HOUSE

(By Bob Herbert)

‘‘Ask not what your country can do for
you. . .’’

It has been 40 years since John F. Kennedy,
standing hatless and coatless in the bitter
cold of a snow-covered capital, delivered the
lines that turned out to be the most stirring
and most famous of his presidency.

If you listened closely last week, you could
hear an echo of that moment on the Senate
floor. On Wednesday morning, in an address
to his colleagues, Senator Edward M. Ken-
nedy said: ‘‘Now we have seen, perhaps more
clearly than ever before in our lives, how we
are all in this together—how if even one of
us is hurting, all of us hurt. Our first
thoughts on September 11 were about others,
not ourselves.’’

Senator Kennedy, now 69 years old, spoke
movingly of the acts of extraordinary brav-
ery and selflessness exhibited by Americans

both at home and abroad in this sudden war
against terrorism. And he called on the na-
tion as a whole to adopt that spirit of self-
lessness as the new standard ‘‘by which we
measure everything we do.’’

‘‘The standard is clear,’’ he said. ‘‘To seek
what is right for our country, and not just
for ourselves.’’ He said it is essential that
Americans not ‘‘strive for private advantage
in a time of national need.’’

Not everyone is listening.
Senator Kennedy’s speech was, specifi-

cally, a call for fairness and common de-
cency as Congress moves ahead with its ef-
fort to help revive an economy that was fal-
tering before Sept. 11, and has since been
thrown into very serious trouble by ter-
rorism and war.

But last week, as the House narrowly
passed its version of an economic stimulus
package, the dominant motive at work ap-
peared once again to be greed. The Repub-
licans who control the House thumbed their
noses at the ordinary Americans who will ab-
sorb the brunt of the economic downturn and
shamelessly gift-wrapped yet another bundle
of tax cuts for the very well-to-do.

In Senator Kennedy’s words, the House
proposal, which contains more than $100 bil-
lion in tax cuts for corporations and individ-
uals, ‘‘merely repackages’’ old, partisan, un-
fair, permanent tax breaks—which were re-
jected by Congress last spring—under the
new label of economic stimulus. The Amer-
ican people deserve better.’’

With Americans fighting and dying both at
home and abroad, we are understandably in a
season of patriotism. That patriotism should
not be soiled by wartime profiteering.

The House package is a breathtaking ex-
ample of cynicism and chutzpah. The bill’s
primary author, Representative Bill Thomas,
a Republican from California, piously pro-
claimed that there is an urgent need to help
businesses because they are the nation’s em-
ployers. ‘‘They’re the hardware store,’’ he
said, ‘‘the diner down the street, the gas sta-
tion on the corner.’’

And then you look closely at the legisla-
tion and find that it overwhelmingly favors
the giant corporations, with tax breaks ap-
proaching $1.4 billion for I.B.M., more than
$800 million for General Motors and $670 mil-
lion for General Electric.

It’s a stimulus package in name only be-
cause the Americans who are the most
strapped—the consumers who would take
any relief that they received and imme-
diately pump it right back into the econ-
omy—get the least. The package has very
little to do with economic recovery. It’s
about using the shield of war and economic
hard times as a cover for the perpetual task
of funneling government largesse to the very
rich.

Nearly $2 trillion in tax cuts were passed
just a few months ago, but that was not
enough. True greed knows no bounds.

The political analyst Kevin Phillips, in a
commentary on National Public Radio, said:
‘‘Neither house of Congress has ever passed
this kind of major tax bill in wartime, and
no one in the House assumes that the Senate
will accept it in whole. But the more ex-
treme the House bill, the further that will
drag the eventual compromise in that same
inexcusable direction. The only real solution
is a public outcry, tens of millions of point-
ing fingers and voices saying, ‘Shame.’ ’’

Forty years after the inauguration of
President Kennedy, the most favored and
least needy among us are proving themselves
to be masterful at finding what their coun-
try can do for them.
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